COMMISSION ON
SECURITY AND COOPERATION
IN EUROPE

234 FORD HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6460
(202) 225-1901
Fax: (202) 226-4199
WWW.CSCE.goVv

October 5, 2004

His Excellency Vladimir Putin
President of the Russian Federation
The Kremlin

Moscow, Russia

Dear Mr. President:

We call on you to do everything in your power to ensure that Russian authorities
aggressively investigate the murder of Paul Khlebnikov, editor of the Russian edition of Forbes
magazine, and bring those responsible for this crime to justice. An American journalist of
Russian descent, Khlebnikov was shot nine times by at least one assassin in a passing car as he
stepped outside his Moscow office. The most plausible motive appears to be Khlebnikov's
investigative journalism, which focused on the nexus of business, politics and crime. According
to the Committee to Protect Journalists, Mr. Khlebnikov is the 11th journalist killed in a
contract-style murder in Russia during the past four and a half years.

It is our understanding that Moscow police have announced the arrest of two suspects in
the case. In any event, we hope you agree that much more is at stake than determining who
killed Paul Khlebnikov. The fear and self-censorship generated by these killings benefit corrupt
officials and businessmen, as well as organized crime figures who seek to avoid public scrutiny.
A press crippled by fear cannot play the vital role in rooting out corruption and informing the
public. Corruption and crime remain significant obstacles to your aim of raising living standards
and securing a safe, free and comfortable future for the Russian people. Accountability is
essential if you are to make progress in pursuing reforms.

Mr. President, Paul Khlebnikov’s love of Russia motivated him to confront corruption in
hopes of contributing to a brighter future for the people of Russia. Ultimately, he paid the
highest price for his commitment and dedication. In the interest of justice and accountability, we
respectfully urge you to ensure an aggressive investigation into the murder of Paul Khlebnikov

and his colleagues whose killings remain unsolved.
BEN NIGHTH RIS i OPHER H. SMITH, M.C.

Co-Chairman Chairman

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD, U.S.S. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, M.C.
Ranking Member Ranking Member

Sincerely,
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SAM BROWN
Commissioner

m\ﬁ(& U (Lo

, U.S.S.

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, U.S.S.
Commissioner

OSEPH R. PITTS, M.C.

E ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, M.C.

Commissioner

RUSSELL D. FEINGOLD, U.S.S.
Commissioner
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FRANK R. WOLF, M.C.
Commissioner
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Focnoguny Bnanumupy Bragumuposuuy Ilytuny
[Ipesunenty Poccuiickoii denepariun

Kpemns, MockBa

Poccuiickas denepanus

VBaxaemslii ['ocionun [Ipe3unent!

Ms1 obpanraemcs k Bam ¢ npocs6oit caenate Bee oT Bac 3aBucsIee Ajist TOro, 4006l
BJIACTH THIATEHHO PACCIIENOBATIM YOUNHCTBO peAaKTOpa PyCCKOA3BIYHOIO U3JaHH JKypHala
«®op6e» [NaBna XneOHUKOBA U MIPUBJIECKIIN BUHOBHBIX K CyA€OHOH OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.
AMepHKaHCKHUH XYPHAIHUCT pyccKoro npoucxoxaeHus 1. XneGHukoB Ob11 yOUT BeuepoM
O HIOJIS 3TOTO TO/Ia IPU BEIXOJIE U3 CBOETO oduca B MockBe, KOraa, Mo MeHblel Mepe, OuH
yOuiflia BBICTPEIIII B HETO IEBATH Pa3 U3 Mpoe3xaBiiero MuMo aBromobmid. [Ipencrasnsercs,
YTO €IUHCTBEHHBIM HUMEIOIIHM CMBICIT IIOBOJIOM K YOHICTBY OBLITH JKypHAUCTCKHE
paccienoBanus XJ1eOHMKOBA, HCCIIEIOBABIINE TPOOIEMBI Ha CThIKE OM3HECa, TIOJIMTHKY U
mpectynHocTd. [lo manabiM KomuTtera 3amuThl )XypHanucToB, X1eOHUKOB aBisieTcs 11-pM
KYPHATUCTOM, YOUTHIM «II0 3aKa3y» 3a OCIEeHUE YEThIPE ¢ IOJIOBUHOM roja.

Hawm crasio u3BecTHO, 4TO MOCKOBCKHIi YTOJIOBHBIH PO3BICK 00ObSBUI 00 apecTe IBYX
oJI03peBaeMbIX B 3ToM jene. OxHako, Bel, HaBepHOE, COriIacuTeCh, 4TO peub UAET HE TOJIBKO O
HeoOXOAUMOCTH BHIAICHUTH, KTO YOrI [TaBna Xnebuukora. Ctpax U caMOLEH3ypa, BBI3BAHHBIC
STHMH yOUiicTBaMH, Ha PyKy KOPPYMITHPOBAaHHBIM FOCYAAPCTBEHHBIM CIIyXall[UM U OU3HEC-
MEHaM, a TaKkXKe MMBITAIOIUMCS 30erath 00IECTBEHHOrO BHUMAaHUS JIIO/IIM, CBS3aHHBIM C
opraHu3oBaHHOH npectynHocteio. CMMU, paGoTaromie moj cTpaxoM, He CIIOCOOHEI ChIrpaTh
CBOIO )KH3HEHHO BaXXHYIO POJIb B pa3o0iaueHHH ¥ UCKOPEHEHUH KOPPYIIIMU U HHOD-
MHUpOBaHUH o01ecTBeHHOCTH. Koppynnus ¥ mpecTynHOCTh HO-TpeXHEMY MTPEICTaBIsIOT
co0oi cepre3HbIe NPENMATCTBUA BammM cTpeMIIEHHSIM TOIHSATH YPOBEHb XKH3HH POCCHHCKOTO
HapoJa U 00ecrneynTh ero 6e30nacHsIM, CBOOOAHBIM M OJIaroycTpoeHHbIM Oy rymuM.  JIns
YCHEIHOTo ocylnecTBieHus Baieit mporpammsl pedopM, HeoOX0aUMa OTBETCTBEHHOCTD NEPEH,
HapoJoM.

Cocmogus [Mpe3unent, mo6oBb k Poccun noGyauna [1aBna Xne6HukoBa 60poThCs ©
KOppYIIHEH B HAZEXK/I€ BHECTH CBOM BKJIAJ B cO37[aHue Oonee cBeTyioro Oyaymero as
poccHiickoro Hapoza. 3a CBOKO CAaMOOTBEPKEHHOCTD M MPEIaHHOCTH JIENTy OH MOILIATHIICS
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camoii BEICOKO# 1eHOM. B MHTepecax cpaBeJIMBOCTH U OTBETCTBEHHOCTH IIEPE HAPOIOM, MbI
npocuM Bac npoBecTu TmarensHoe pacciaenoBanue aena [lasna Xne6HUKOBA H TEX €T0 KOJUIET,
yOUiCTBa KOTOPBIX O CHX IOP OCTAIOTCSA HEPACKPHITHIMH.

C HAWTYYIITUMU MTOXECIaHNIMU,
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